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In addition to a reliable supply of Colorado River water, the Central Arizona
Project (CAP) canal system affords another potential benefit to the state of
Arizona - a long distance, non-motorized, multi-use recreational trail
corridor. The trail was considered before any feature of the canal was built
and was included in the environmental study that looked at the potential
impact the CAP system would have on the environment and wildlife. This
study, not only ensured compliance with state and federal regulations to
protect native fish, wildlife and plants, but it also considered the
opportunity for a recreational trail to be constructed along the entire 336
mile length of the canal. Once completed, the Central Arizona Project Trail
would be the second longest trail in Arizona behind the Arizona Trail

In June of 2003, the CAP Trail was designated as a National Recreational
Trall (NRT). The National Trail System Act of 1968 authorized creation of a
national trail system compromised of National Recreation Trails, National
Scenic Trails and National Historic Trails.
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